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The Souvenir Committee prides itself on publishing this Souvenir marking the fiftieth anniversary of
the national leader of Tamil Eelam, Mr Veluppillai Prabakaran, who is the undisputed champion of the
freedom struggle of the Tamil people.

Although his multifaceted personality cannot to verbabized precisely, we are contented that we are
able to provide at least comprehensive glimpses o- his individuality.

The publishing of this Souvenir in France has a singular significance. This book comes from the land
of the great leader Napoleon who once declared that the word ‘impossible” must be deleted from the lexicon. It would
be appropriate here to mention that Mr Prabakarar. has also given a new rendering of that word in Tamil.
It is a concidence that Nepoleon is one of the histcric heroes whom Mr Prabakaran admire.

Our intention was not to bring out a Souvenir to felicitate him, but to record his multifarious personality. It
was only after the commencement of the work that we discovered that its scope and swing are wide and extensive.

The zeal of our endeavour encumbered us with heavy responsibilities, and very soon we realized that
containing all the aspects of this book in a few pages was an arduous task. However with the limited avai-
lability of resources, we have attempted to aaccomplish our venture. We have succeeded to a certain extent
recording a half - century history in writings and photographs.

Now the Souvenir is in your hands. Thanks are most deservedly_due, and are here most gratefully
tendered to those who willingly contributed to'our Souvenir.

Souvenir Committee. November 2004.
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PHYSIOGNOMY SPEAKS
(P& CUadlsTDG)

¢ face is the index of the mind. Here we
I se¢ a chiselled face which has no truck with
dishonesty, duplicity or double - dealing of
any sort, whatever. The eyes are the windows of the
soul. Wisdom is looking out of these eyes. These
eyes discover a fearless soul which does its duty at
all costs. These eyes can see through a brick wall. These
disciplined eyes which note every detail and give its
owner the wizardry in military warfare and that
uncanniness in action which borders on the the
miraculous. These eyes are the eyes of valour, the
will of which can be neither broken nor bent. The
stiff upper lip reveals a character monumentally
indifferent to the wicked deceits of politicians and
traitors.
The nett impression is one of maturity -
ripeness in all.
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“Lhe,

whether I have met Tiru Veluppillai Prabakaran. Evidently, my status is

made dependent on having met him. I tell the truth, [ have not met him, but
I am not desperate. I have got something else, namely a deep friendship with some
members of the Tamil resistance movement. I have through two decades had the
privilege of sharing with these members their happiness and sorrow in their Tamil
homeland and in exile. Annually, at Maveerarnaal, many members of the resist-
ance movement come together to commemorate the young men and women who
have decided to die in battle for attaining Tamil Eelam. I knew some of the fighters
who died and I know some of those who may die in the battles to come. I realize
that the economic destruction of the Tamil homelands is incalculable. The most
important of all Tamil social institutions, the educational system, lies in ruins.
The more than 17 000 resistance fighters who died on the battle field gave,
however, their lives for establishing peace, not for making war a permanent institu-
tion. This is honoured by Tiru Veluppillai Prabakaran. I wish to highlight some
passages of his speech at Great Heroes Day on 27th November 1996. He said that the
LTTE is not opposed to peace, nor is it opposed to a resolution to the conflict by pea-
ceful means. The peace talks should be held in a congenial environment free from the
pressure of military aggression, he said. He mentioned that the LTTE in 1995 called
for international mediation. The LTTE's position is that political negotiations should
be preceded by creating conditions for de-escalation, withdrawal of troops and nor-
malcy, he added. If we look back from 2004, the LTTE has acted accordingly. In areas
controlled by the LTTE like the Vanni, the armed forces of the LTTE have with-
drawn and a civil society is coming forth. Law and order prevails. The surplus of
production is redistributed among the poor. The intemnational intervention has beco-
me true through the facilitation by Norway. The exile Ilattu Tamil community offers
its professional competence o develop the Vanni. The LTTE has forwarded a docu-
ment known as ISGA as a basis for negotiations. In this document, the LTTE does not
put the achievement of a serarate state on the agenda for negotiations in which case
all negotiations are made impossible.

Let me end by referring -0 a vision by Tiru Veluppillai Prabakaran verbalised on
November 27th 1996 about a future Tamil homeland in peace. He says that he wants
a condition in which the Tarril people can live with freedom and dignity in their own
land and without external coercion determining their own political life. He is impli-
citly demanding the recognition of the right of self-determination of the Ilavar,
a recognition that certainlv will open many doors to peace. The international
community has already understood the content of this vision and is backing it
against extremist forces in the South. May the peace efforts by Tiru Veluppillai
Prabakaran and the Tamil resistance movement be successful!

When travelling in Ilankai, I am sooner or later asked by Ilavar and Lankans
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AlPersonal View bn The Tamif

Ty
Struggle

Tamil Eelam And Theology
Of Liberation

ith my congratula-
s ,‘ / tions to the 50th
birthday of Tamil

Eelam leader Velupillai Praba
karan, I like to give my personal
experience with the Tamil libera-
tion struggle.

After my ordination I was
appointed a fellow priest at Krefeld,
a city in the south of Ruhrgebiet, the
most populated area in Germany. It
was the time when hundreds
of Tamils fled to Germany every
month because of the genocidal

aattacks perpetrated by the Sri
Lankan armed forces on the
innocent Tamil people. This
exodus to Europe and Germany
began after the horrible days of
the "Black July" in 1983.

During those days I had only
little knowledge of the happenings
in Sri Lanka. During my school
days, I still remember how Sri
Lanka was hailed as a God's
Paradise.

I met a“Tamil boy for the first
time in front-of'the church where T

was a fellow-priest. With his hands
and feet he tried to explain that he
was looking for a Hindu temple. He
gave me his address. It was a dirty
house situated outside the city, in
which more than 300 young Tamils
were living at the time. I went to
see him at his residence.That
was my first contact with south
Asians and especially with
Tamils. I was invited to drink
teaowith milk or plain tea.
Although we could not speak the
same language, we conversed a lot



of things to each other by way of
gestures, eye contacts and facial
expressions, intermittently fortified
with silence. Later I started visit-
ing them quite often. For days,
weeks and months I tried to unders-
tand the sad tales of those young
men. Listening to their ordeals of
oppressions, tortures and the
killings of the members of their
family. was a blood-curdling expe-
rience for me. I saw films in which
the consequences of destructions
and killings were shown. All these
were perpetrated on them for the
sole reason that they were Tamils.
Gradually I began to understand the
actual happenings in that country
and the sufferings of the people. I

= .
learned about the history of the island
before and after colonialisation. I
noticed the growing up of Sirnhala
racism, the religious and racist idea
of Sri Lanka as a Sinhala
Buddhist country. When they got
the news that their fathers or mothers
or siblings were killed by bombings
or shellings. I was silently listening to
their predicaments. I had a little
knowledge from my parents about
the calamities caused by bombings
during the Second World War in
Germany.

More and more of the attacks
on churches, temples, hospitals and
schools were conveyed to is when
1 was in Germany.The memory

The LTTE W&s
pushed 0 this
inevitable state of
fighting onfy to
regain their lost
rights. Today

they aré
fighting to end
the violence

perpetrated on

their peopfe by
the Sinhala
armed forces:

of those incidents gave me an insight
to understand many more things
pertaining to the Tamils, inclu-
ding their love for their mother-
land, their silent sorrows and
their loneliness.

The official view of the
German policy makers is quite diffe-
rent from the actual happenings in
Sri lanka.According to them the Sri
Lankan army is only involved in
counter-attacks against the terro-
rist attacks of the LTTE. In many
discussions in which I later partic-
ipated in the German foreign
ministry, ferexample with G G.
Ponnabdlam in 1996; they weére
upholding theisamepointof view:

Some Tamil people may have had
some difficulties in the past with
LTTE. But I am made to understand
that the Westem countries suppor-
ted the respective governments of
the states and not the liberation
movements, either in South-Asia or
in Latin-America or in Aftica.

Although the Tamils were accep-
ted ("geduldet") as victims of ethnic
riots promoted and perpetrated by
the Sri Lankan government and the
army, most of the Tamil people in
Germany lived in insecurity. They
had no rights in Germany except
earning an income that would
help them to lead a hand to mouth
existence. By the end of the 1980
came a final decision from the
German Supreme Court
decreeing that victims of ethnic
suppression can be accepted as
victims of 'civil war'. From then,
that is from August 1991 Tamils
were accepted as victims of civil
war and were allowed to be inte-
grated into the German society. And
officially the Sri Lankan situa-
tion was seen as civil war by the
Germans.

The concerted endeavours of
the foundation of Tamil communi-
ties paved way for the Tamil popu-
lation in Germany to live a life
embracing their own culture under
the prevailing social conditions of
the German society.

When Crandrika Kumaratunge
came to power in the early 1995, 1
remember how a lot of Tamils
were planning to go back to their
motherland. But the atrocities perpe-
trated by the armed forces
against the innocent Tamil people
became worser than ever before
during her regime and that resulted
in the exodus of the people of
Yarlpaanam. I was perplexed by
theway Chandrika reacted to the
1/@R.C. when they spoke about



the bombing of St Peter's church in
Navaly. From 1996 the asylum
seekers encountered many embar-
rasing difficulties at the hands of the
German authorities. Outwardly
Chandrika Kumaratunge poses
herself as a real peace maker but her
ulterior motives are many, which
will be redundant to mention in this
short article. After the signing of the
Memorandum Of Understanding
in February 2002 the attitude of
the German authorities effected a
change, and for the Tamils living in
Germany it became nearly impossi-
ble for them to gain refugee
status.This is why Tamils living in
Germany are given different types
of visas. Some have German citi-
zenships and some have permanent
residence visas. Yet there are a lot
of people living in Germany for
many years who are in permanent
danger of being deported to Sri
Lanka at any time without any
waming,

In 2002, for the first time , I went
to the North of Sri Lanka. When I
was in Jaffha I saw the devastated
houses and ruined buildings, temples,
churches, schools, markets and what
not. There were army check points
everywhere. [

visited Chavakachcheri, the
most ruined town , Chemmani, the
infamous mass graveyard where
hundreds of Tamil youths, who
were unofficially declared missing,
were linched and buried. I saw
millions of felled palmyrah trees. As
I wanted to have a first hand
knowledge of the liberation strug-
gle, I went to Kilinochchi
passing Elephant Pass. I was
invited to visit a rehabilitation
centre for the wounded cadres
of the L.T.T.E. After a brief
exchange of polite introductions,
they discussed with me all the
aspects involved in a freedom

struggle. My knowledge of Catho-
lic theology gave me an insight
into the Latin- American approach
to theology. It says that the essen-
tial meaning of the Gospel is to
announce to the Kingdom of God
about the oppressed and the poor.
This is the quintessence of Jesus'
Gospel ( Le 4, 16 s). It means that
we, the Christians, have to first
listen to the cry of the oppressed and
find out the cause of their cry and
the history of their oppression.
This is the bibilical story of the
the oppressed Israelians in
Egypt.

Then we have to regard the
ethnic, social or political struc-
ture which led the people to this

state of crying for liberation. We
must analyse and find out the reason
for such a situation of oppression to
arise. The blaming of the prophets
and the speeches of Jesus against
established religious system in
Palestine must be considered. And as
a last step we have to ask one another
rather seriously as to what we, as
Christians, can do to help libera-
tion. How is it possible to fight to
eliminate the situation that led to
oppression? For this, it is necessary
to look intethe speeific histerical
situation of'the oppressed people.
‘What were their possibilitiesiin-the

Fr. Albert Koolin

Professor,
Analyst
Human -
Sociology,
Reverend,
Germany.

past? What can they do now ? This

is the beginning of the Kingdom of
God. What Jesus says in the Gospel
of Luc. "The Kingdom of God is
within you" (le 17, 21).

These three steps; to see , to
judge and to act are the essentials
of the so called Theology of libe-
ration.

During our discussions they
had two questions to ask me. One
question was about violence and the
other was, as to why I could not
speak Tamil although I have had
lived with Tamils for quite a long
time. Jesus has a praise for non-
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violent people. And there was also
the question of how peace and
reconciliation can be started again
after the war.

But in the concrete historical
situations no answer is possible.
All attempts to work out a peaceful
solution by way of political nego-
tiation with the Sinhala majority
since independence in 1948 have
proved futile. So the LTTE was
pushed to this inevitable state of
fighting only to regain their lost
rights. Today they are fighting to
end the violence perpetrated on their
people by the Sinhala armed forces.
One of the essentials of theology
of liberation can be understood
only from within. Anyone who is
ignorant of the history of the oppres-
sed cannot pass judgement on this
question.

From my understanding of the

liberation struggle of the Tamil, I
said that the struggle started by Velu-
pillai Prabakaran and the LTTE was
a historical answer to the Sri Lankan
situation.My hore is that, at the end
and in the long run this struggle will
finally liberate end bring peace for
the Tamil people. The next question
asked in Vanni was the question of
solidarity. The wounded Tigers
understood very clearly that to
speak the same language is an
important sign of being together.
In the Theology of Liberation it is
important for the Christian to be or
to become more or less a part of the
oppressed.

But I'm not a Tamil. I'm a
German, a member of the first rich
world, a member of a culture, which
is guilty of oppressing peoples and
countries during the colonization
and by "monetary exploitation" till

today. I will not make an artifical
solidarity.

I will stand for the Tamil strug-
gle in my own country. I'm writing
this article for the 50th birthday of
Velupllai Prabakaran, who is the
leader of the Tamils. | have never
met him. He is not only a symbol
of liberation but also something
more. He is the symbol of the never
defeated Tamil people. He is also in
reality never defeated.

He is the leader of a people
who are always self-confident.
After hundreds of years of living
under oppression, it is a very new
experience trying to live with self-
confident.

Velupillai Prabakaran gave the
Tamils their self-confidence back.
It is the duty of every Tamil to re-
invent it within himself or herself.
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7 Pirabakaran was
%« / %‘«1 T"a frequent visitor
# 1 10 our house; in

both an official and personal
capacity. He would come alone
with his bodyguards and on other
occasions with his family. By
mid 1998 we had known and
lived with the legendary leader
of the Tamil liberation struggle,
Veluppillai Pirabakaran for

Pralbbakaran

twenty years. During those years of personal and
political relationship we have been deeply involved
in experiences with him that led to an understan-
ding and insight into one of the most complex and
commanding personalities determining the politics
of Sri lanka.Those twenty years of relationship
embraced an epoch in the struggle during which we
walked through many good times together and
traversed and triumphed over periods of adversity
in both his political and personal life. Over this span
of time we had seen the ideals of freedom of a young
militant progressively transforming into a concrete
reality.

Parallel to the march towards the
liberation of his people, Mr Pirabakaran
has emerged as a living symbol of
national freedom and has grown in
adoration to become a venerated figure
amongst his oppressed people.

Mr Pirabakaran has always main-
tained individuality and creativity in
fashioning the mode of the armed strug-
gle of the Tamil people. Though he was
familiar with the history of the national
liberation struggles and freedom
moments of the other countries of the

world, he did not embrace or capitu- €nemw.

He has defended
his ‘ruthless’
tactics as a
necessary
means to protect
his weak and
small nation of
people against a
strong, powerful
and ruthiess

late to any established models or theories of libera-
tion warfare. For him, methods of struggle should evolve
from the objective conditions unique to each struggle.
He devised his own methodology of warfare suited
to the necessities and conditions of the struggle of
his people. Some of his methods and tactics of
warfare have earned him severe condemnation, parti-
cularly among the Sinhala political and military
analysts. Yet he has defended his 'ruthless' tactics as
a necessary means to protect his weak and small nation
of people against a strong, powerful and ruthless enemy.

Mr Prabakaran is an activist. He believes human
action is the propelling force of history.
His commitment to action rather than
abstract theoretical analysis of problems
has been the crucial mobilising force in
the growth and development of the orga-
nisation he founded. Disillusioned by
the vacuous words of mainstream Tamil
politicians, many young people admi-
red Mr Pirabakaran for his disdain for
the duplicity of their politics and his
active politico - military campaign to achicve
his objectives. And to a large extent
andsagainsi even greater odds, Mr Piraba
Karan has'been successful in creating
4 Tamil/national army capable of resis-



ting Sinhala state oppression. And while - at this
stage of the struggle - he has not achieved his ulti-
mate political objective, if it were not for the brilliant
planning and execution of the armed campaigr.
conducted by Mr. Prabakaran, the organisation he
has built up over the
While p

last twenty five years -
Mr. Prabakaran the LTTE - and the
PRy Tamil people as ar
pI'IOl'ItISIEd the identifiable national
necessity of formation would have
armed struggle been wiped out of the
to achieve
political goals,

island many years
ago.This I concluded
from my live expe-

Bala's rience with the strug-
; . gle, and it is the
intervention widely held view
enhanced the amongst the Tamil
political P“F;; e

N q while Mr .Praba
dimension of karan prioritised the
the armed necessity of armed strug-
struggle. gle to achieve political

goals, Bala's interven-
tion enhanced the political dimension of the armed
struggle. The relationship between these two single -
minded individuals has been unique. It's one of those
relationships where two different personalities come
together at a specific conjuncture and play significant
roles in the movement of history.

Bala has always viewed his role with the LTTE
and the struggle as the advisor and theoretician to
Mr. Prabakaran and the organisation. Bala's lack of
concern for power, his preparedness to restrain his
role to writing, teaching and advising, and his obvious
commitment to the struggle, eventually made Bala
the most reliable and trustworthy advisor to Mr Pira-
bakaran. One quality that Mr Pirabakaran has admi-
red and valued in Bala all these years, is his commit-
ment to truth. Bala has always acted on the princi-
ple that he should convey accurate and truthful advice
in the best interests of both Mr. Prabakaran and the strug-
gle. Whether Mr. Prabakaran has always heeded the
advice or was displeased by what he frankly
conveyed, was not Bala's concern. As the advisor
to Mr. Prabakaran, Bala has many times told me, it
was his duty to tell the truth, regardless of how unpa-
latable it may be.

And it was at the personal level one can gaip

more insight into Mr. Prabakaran. Contrary to the
perception widely projected abroad, Mr. Prabakaran is
a warm and sociable person. In fact if there was one
word to sum up Mr. Prabakaran in the social and
personal context, it would be ‘gregarious’. Mr. Praba-
karan loves to converse. He is interested in many issues
and holds strong views. On some views I do differ.
One of his favourite interests is science and he encou-
rages the cadres to learn new technologies and scien-
tific knowledge. Another interest of Mr Pirabaka-
ran is Tamil culture. He has encouraged cultural
expression in many forms in the organisation and
society. Indeed cultural programmes constitute an
important part of training camp life and most cadres
are expected to participate and contribute at one level
or another. The development of Tamil liberation litera-
ture and arts has always enjoyed the wholehearted
support of Mr. Prabakaran. But most of all, Mr Pira-
bakaran is a connoisseur of good food. He himself has
always shown a special interest in cooking different
foods, and over the years he has developed a discer-
ning taste. He views cooking as an art and eating a
basic pleasure in life. He has often found it difficult to
understand how my interest in food can be limited to
fresh vegetables. Nevertherless, he has always been
considerate enough to prepare food to my taste
whenever | have visited his family for a meal. Without
fail, before his departure from our house, he would
enquire about our diet. He regularly relieved me of
the burden of cooking by sending Bala food from
his kitchen and when he cooked for functions for
his cadres. For me, a vegetarian, he thought hard
before deciding on a tasty dish he could prepare for
me. Not infrequently, he had his cooks prepare a
special vegetarian dish and sent it over to our house
along with Bala’s food.

Clearly Mr. Prabakaran has an extraordinary
interest in military matters. But it is not the simple
things of uniforms and weapons and technology of
war which attracts this man to a military lifestyle.
It is in my perception of him,that Mr. Prabakaran values
certain military principles as central to decent living also.
These principles form part of his wider social phili-
sophy. The most important of these being discipline.
Discipline, in Mr. Prabakaran’s perpective, is a central
concept in life. It governs his role as leader of a politico
- military structure, his personal life and his view
of society,

Irhig perdonal life’M.r Prabakaran is discipli-
nedin-at-dimensioris, Fhere has never been, from the



outset of his days in struggle, a whisper of impro-
priety or scandal surrounding him. He has never
smoked or taken alcohol and prefers if other people
don't. The only person in the organisation whom he
tolerated smoking was Bala, and that was in defer-
ence to his age and the personal repect he held for
him. On visits to our house he often teased Bala about
his unhealthy habit. He also showed his repulsion
for the smell of cigarette smoke and Bala avoided
smoking in front of him.

Courage in human beings is, for Prabakaran, an admi-
rable trait. He admires and respects manifestation
of bravery, not only in his cadres, but people in gene-
ral. Courage is inextricably linked to a positive and
certainly inspiring feature of his character, which is
that of not being subdued
or deterred by anything in
life, no matter how formida-
ble and powerful it may be.
He has an indomitable will
and confidence that
anything can be achieved if
the mind is applied and
focused on the project. It is

Adel not insignificance that one
Balasingam of his favourite sayings is
"Who dares wins'. I inquired
g from Bala as to what he
Writer, viewed as the quality he
Social worker, admired most in Mr. Praba
Political karan. The unque characte-
activist,

ristic that Bala appreciated in
Prabakaran's personality
was his supreme self -
confidence in times of
adversity. Prabakaran has
always displayed, Bala
observed, a firm, resolute
and unflagging confidence
in pursuit of the cause of his
people. Prabakaran belie-
ves in ‘Dharma’, the law of
righteousness. His inner
determination and confidence arise from the belief
that the cause of his people is right, fair and justand
therefore will eventually succeed, Bala explained.

But apart from being a political figure and a
friend to many, Mr.Prabakaran is also a family,man.
‘On duty’ twenty-four hours of the day, every day of
his life, he has had to balance his reponsibilities betwéen

freedom fighter,
Great Britain.

the struggle with his obli-
gations as a husband and
father. Arguably, his wife
Mathy has made the
greatest sacrifice and has
not enjoyed the compa-
nionship of her husband on
the level she would have
preferred. Mathy’s cons-
tant care of the children
obviously places her in
a position to have greater
influence over them. But the
Piraba karan family could
y never be classified as
‘normal’. Being the wife
and children of Mr Pira-
il bakaran locates them in
f 2 unique social position
and determines their
lifestyle and relations-
hips. Uppermost in both Mr. Prabakaran and Mathy's
mind is the security and future of their children.
Hence, both Mathy and Mr. Prabakaran, as is consis-
tent with Jaffna parental thinking and aspirations,
encourage the children in their educational pursuits.
Mathy in particular has spent many hours privately
tutoring her children at home and she fosters in them
a healthy passion for knowledge. But his family is
lifeblood to Mr Pirabakaran. On many occasions
when he is 'off' duty he visits our house with Mathy
and their three children, Charles, born in 1985, Towa-
raha, one year younger, and Balachandran, who was
an unexpected addition to the family in 1996. I had
no idea when I helped Mathy deliver her first son
that he would grow to resemble Mr. Prabakaran not only
in looks, but in characteristics also. Towaraha, the only
girl, is more serious and studies well. The last child,
although with Mr Pirabakaran's features and
obviously a favourite in the family, had not grown
sufficiently when I left the Vanni for me to comment
on his personality.

Security concems have compelled Mr Prabakaran to
adopt what many have mistakenly labelled a ‘reclu-
sive’ life style. His secluded existence under condi-
tions of continued war and his inaccessibility to the
media have made him the most misunderstood and
feared guerrilla leader of our times.He has, of course,
becomelmost 'successful and popular in his specta-
cutarmilitary (Carmpaign. His military ability has



often perplexed the many professional military minds
in the world. So what is it that has earned this short,
stocky, neat man so much love from his people on the one
hand, and notoriety from the world on the other?
How do we account
for the contradiction
in his people's percep-
tion of him, and the
vilification by the

Mr. Prabakaran's
nationalism is not
a manifestation of
Tamil chauvinism

. world?
or racism, asmany R e (o
Smhala_c”tlcs in the coastal village
would like to of Valvettiturai on 26th

November 1954 was a
sixteen - year - old
teenager when he took
up arms and became
involved in the politi-
cal struggle of his
people.He was, in
other words, a ‘child
soldier’ if we use the
language of today.
From those early days

argue. His national
sentiment arose
from a
determination to
resist Sinhala
racist oppression
that aims at the
destruction of his
people.

he has never lived a 'normal’ life.-As his commit-
ment deepened, he mobilised and organised a group
of radical youth who shared his views into ampurders
ground guerrilla organisation and launched an arfed

resistance campaign. His daring guerrilla attacks
brought him to the attention of the state authorities
and he became a'wanted' man living an underground
life in Jaffna.His bold armed challenge to the might
of the Sinhala state earned Mr. Prabakaran a noble
reputation and he became a heroic figure amongst
his people.The shrewdness and intelligence he
successfully deployed in challenging the state was
viewed by the people as their triumph and an asser-
tion of their pride and identity. Mr. Prabakaran's
sustained and successful armed resistance against
mounting state oppression has earned him the mantle
of national leader of the Tamil people's struggle for
freedom and independence. This noble objective
fuels his passion and dominates his spirit. The
stuggle has become his life and he has become
the struggle.

Although Mr. Prabakaran would never make any
pretensions to being a theorist or an ideologue, his
politics place him squarely in the camp of a patriotic
nationalist. Mr. Prabakaran's nationalism is not a
manifestation of Tamil chauvinism or racism, as
many Sinhala critics would like to argue. His national
sentiment arose from a determination to resist Sinhala
racist oppression that aims at the destruction of his
people. In other words, the racism of the Sinhala
state made him a fierce patriot, a passionate lover
of his oppressed nation. His deep love for his people,
their culture and-more specifically - their language,
fuels his dedication and determination to secure their
survival. For him, uncluttered by abstract concepts and
theories, the problem confronting the Tamil people
is clear - cut and simple and the struggle for freedom is
just.His psyche is deeply rooted in the soil of his
motherland, the North-East, which he always refers
to as Tamil Eelam.He has an unshakeable view that
his people have a right to live in peace, dignity and
harmony in their historic homeland. His perception
of Tamil Eelam is neither secessionist nor expan-
sionist. For him, Tamil Eelam belongs to the Tamils
and they have the sovereign right over their territory.
Indeed, he has neither demonstrated nor articulated
any aspiration to annex traditional Sinhala territory
nor does he dream of an expansionist greater Eelam
as projected by some Indian critics.
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PRABAKARAN

FROM A HISTORICAL
POINT OF VIEW

Ithough much has been written about Prabakaran
who may be considered the supreme leader of the
Tamil political struggle in Sri Lanka, his role does not
appear to have been analysed from a political point of view.
He may be considered a unique fruit of the identity
crisis that Sri Lanka faces. Sri Lanka gained her inde-
pendence without shedding a single drop of blood. There
lies the root of Sri Lanka’s crisis. It is because Sri Lanka
gained her freedom without a struggle that she has had
to bleed endlessly after gaining it.

Uulike Sri Lanka, India gained freedom through a
massive non-violent struggle. The leaders of the people of
India had to unite all the people who had been divided (
by race , religion , caste and language ), in order to defeat
the British imperialist dominance, and that unity crreated
aunited nation as required for the sustenance of a nation
state on the one hand , and a state system that suited the
majority and the variety that existed in India, on the other.

Sri Lanka , however, shifted to a nation state, without
building a united nation required for the sustenance of
such a state. As no struggle was required to attain inde-
pendence there was also no need to bring together the
people who had been divided =
by race , caste, language and
religion. The state model that
was built up was also not one
that took into account the mul-
tiplicity and variety in the |
country as was done in India.
The state model gave weightage
to the majority race. the majori-
ty caste, the majority religion
and the majority language.
The consequence was that the

Victor lvon

Editor Ravaya,

under-privileged minority com-  Journalist,
munities moved away from the  Political
state and were pushed towards ~ activist.
rebellion or to capture the state Sri Lanka.

or to create a separate state.
The first to rebel against the
existing state system in Sri
Lanka were not the Tamil youth but the under-privileged
village youth of the Sinhala society. They rose up dn

1971, and more ferociously in 1987. Although their aim
was to capture state power, the state was able to crush
them mercilessly on both occasions.

It was after the rebellion of the Sinhala youth in 1971
that the Tamil youth were pushed towards rising up vio-
lently for a state of their own. The rebellion of the Tamil
youth moved on in the form of a guerilla for nearly ten
years in its first stage, and in the form of a terrible and face
to face war from 1990 to 2001. It was in this theatre of war
that a Prabakaran comes into existence , grows up, and
emerges as an invincible military leader. He may be
considered the greatest leader who created such a move-
ment after Vo Van of Vietnam. He faced not only the army
of Sri Lanka but also the army of India which may be consi-
dered the most powerful army of the region and managed
to survive and to maintain his unique reputation as a
military leader.

Prabakaran considered Subhas Chandra Bose rather
than Mahatma Gandhi as the more important leader amongst
the leaders of the Indian freedom struggle. While Mahatma
Gandhi was a leader who rejected all kinds of violence and
stood for non-violence , Subhas was a leader who rejec-
ted Mahatma Gandhi’s non-violence and stood for an ideolo-
gy of violence. Although Subhas gave some dynamism to
India’s freedom struggle, it was a Mahatma Gandhi who
determined its contours and path of progress. However ,
it may be said that Prabakaran who took the path of Subhas
went further than Subhas could .

There was in the 1930s in Jaffha a generation of Tamil
youth who had chosen Mahatma Gandhi’s path rather
than Subhas Chandra Bose’s. They had an extremely posi-
tive and bright political message for Sri Lanka. However
the parochial dominance of the day in Jaffha did not the
Gandhian generation of that day. Although mercilessness
shown by Prabakaran in the war is not a quality to be admi-
red , it may be considered as the outcome of the merciless-
ness of the Sinhala dominance impeached on the Tamil
people. Inthe final analysis, it is this merciless leader who
will go down in history as the leader who had gained
acceptance for the Tamil people. He succeeded in creating
a situation in which the state of Sri Lanka cannot survive
without finding a just solution to the Tamil problem,

Any armed struggle has to stop somewhere. That is
where the Tamil armed struggle has arrived now.It is not
easy for a person who has shown the path of armed strug-
gle and has stayed in that path for a long period of time
toichange over to a path of peace. The future of the enti-
re-Tamil struiggle “will depend on the decision taken by
Prabakaran on\that specific question.
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Birthday greeting for Mr. Prabakaran.

ou have been stalwart in the defense
—! of the Tamil people and their rights
for many years at great personal
sacrifice. As you know, our organization has for
many years joined with many other human rights
organizations at the United Nations to raise the
plight of the Tamil people and the massive vio-
lations of human rights and humanitarian law
committed by the Sri Lankan authorities. On this
your birthday I wart to honor both your sacrifice as
well as the sacrifices of Tamil people as a whole.
In the face of seemingly overwhelming odds,
you and the Tamil people have persevered. Now
you are all on the threshold of achieving what
you have been striving for all these years with
the mediation efferts of the Norwegian govern-
ment and a group of countries put together by
Norway. May this, your 50th birthday year, be
the year of final achievement and so become
year one in the calendar of Tamil freedom.
All the best:

»

Karen Paker

Chief UN
Delegate
International
Education
Devolopment
Humnitarian
Law Project.
President,
Association
Humnitarian
Lawyers.
USA.
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A VISION OF THE
LIBERATION OF

““tis a tragedy that members of my ethnic
© group, the Sinhalese, seem to have
~_such difficulty in appreciating the pro-

blems faced by the Tamils. If my unqualified
support for the struggle of the Tamil people
to live with dignity, safety and without dis-
crimination in the country of their birth,
makes me a traitor, which Sinhala
supremacists think I am, so be it. That is
their problem.

I have had a vision of the liberation of the Tamil
people from Sinhala domination ever since I first
visited Jaffha in the mid-1940s. It was then that I
appreciated the disastrous effects of the Colebrook-
Cameron 'Reforms' of 1833 which unified three
separate states (kingdoms) and made them into one
(Ceylon), and then centralised developmental and
administrative power in Colombo for the convenience
of the Colonial masters. This British colonial construct
has been a disaster in Sri Lanka as has been similar
arrangements in numerous former colonies.

Almost everyone, myself included, who has
supported the Tamil cause, has focused on the dis-
crimination of the Tamil people in language, education,
employment, job opportunities and attempts to make
them a minority even in the area (North and East)
where they are a majority. These are undoubtedly
serious violations of the democratic rights of people
and must be condemned and reversed.

Tamil people

However, an equally serious problem that has not
been focussed on, is the developmental neglect of the
Tamil areas. To appreciate this, one need only travel
from Colombo with its 5-star life and business
opportunities to Jaffna (even before it was destroyed)
and see its striking lack of development. One could
pass through the Vanni (pre-1983) and wonder
whether human life even existed there. Such was the
degree of neglect of the ‘periphery”- which encompassed
the entire Tamil area.

— An important consequence
of this was that the Tamil
North-East has been prevented

from making any meaningful
contribution to the economy.
This has damaged not only

s the life and welfare of the
Dr. Brian

people in this vast area but
Senewiratne  also the country as a whole

which was deprived of consi-
Consultant derable income because of
Physician, policies based on ethnicity
Political Analyst. and political opportunism.
Australia. Indeed on my very first visit

to the area as a teenager, I told
my very Sinhalese parents
“Until this area is liberated
from the clutches of the regime in Colombo, it will
never,develop”. More recently, I have stated in mumerous
talks and publications on the Sri Lankan crisis "Until
theckeys ito /the (development of the Tamil areas are



taken out of the hands of Sinhala politicians and put in
the hands of the Tamils in the North and East, there
will be no peace (or development) in Sri Lanka". One
could call it a Federal State, a Confederal State or a
Separate State. Words do not matter. What does is
what they mean.

1 said I had "a vision". In fact, I have had a series
of visions. The first, as I have said, was when I first
visited the Tamil areas and saw the appalling develop-
mental neglect. My vision (and hope) was of people
being freed from the stranglehold of Colombo, to
develop the area they lived in, which was not short of
resources or hardworking, intelligent, and very capable
men and women.

As Sinhala political opportunists heaped load upon
load of blatantly discriminatory acts on the Tamil people,
my vision changed. It was now a vision of an area
where people would cease to be second-class citizens,
where they could speak their language, where their
rich culture could flourish, where their children could
get into universities without discrimination, and their
people could compete for jobs on a level playing field.

As non-violent Tamil protests were met by Sinhala
hoodlum violence, I had a vision that someone would
whisper in the ears of the Tamils that non-violent protests
do not work against thugs and hooligans and
Governments prepared to unleash these hoodlums on
peaceful protests. Gandhi-style protests do not work
against the likes of Idi Amin, Suharto, Milosovic, or
the Sri Lanka Armed Forces. Gandhi would have been
blown off the planet by any one of them.

As the Sri Lankan government decided to bomb
and shell its own people, [ had a vision of someone telling
the Sri Lankan government that the Tamils in the North
and East were also citizens of the country and that it
was not a responsible government that destroyed its
own country and people.

As Sinhala soldiers acted like an army of occupation,
I had a vision of a North and East where Tamils could
live without the fear of having their homes, their
properties, their businesses, market places, schools,
places of worship and even their hospitals, reduced to
rubble and then into dust. A vision of an area where
women would feel secure that they would not be raped
by every passing Sinhala hoodlum, some in uniform.

1 had these visions, but whom does one take them
to? Tamil politicians were not interested. With few
examples, they could not conceive of a system of gevern-
ment based on regional autonomy. Seats in Parliament
seemed adequate, cabinet positions even better.

Tamil politicians and political leaders must take
full responsibility for the abysmal plight of the Tamil
people from the dawn of Independence. A major
problem has been that the Tamil leadership came
from the same elitist group which also produced the
Sinhala leadership. The Tamil leaders had more in
common with Sinhalese leaders than with their own
people. They had the same business and professional

he world acted against the apartheid

policy of the South African govern-
ment which was very clearly an ‘internal
problem’ of that country. With a degree
of hypocrisy that beggars the imagination,
it has failed to do so against the blatantly
anti-Tamil discriminatory policy of the
Sri Lankan (read 'Sinhala’) State. Why?

interests, they lived with them and socialised with them
and had the same class-consciousness of the privileged
people whose ‘right’ it was to be where they were. It is
abominable that Tamil politicians were prepared to
grovel at the feet of Sinhalese politicians and pick up
whatever crumbs came their way. The most they ever
did was to make fiery speeches which no one took any
notice of, or sign a series of Pacts with the Sinhala
leaders which one knew from past experience would not
be honoured. Yet they went on and on pursuing a useless
strategy, an exercise in firtility.

What was clearly needed was to stand up to the
Sinhala leaders on behalf of their people (the Tamil
people) and do something about their fast-disappearing
rights. Did they do so? There is no evidence that they
did. Gandhi, Nehri, Mandela, and others were prepared to
20 to jail for their people. Would the Tamil politicians
do-the 'same 'for their people? Let alone going to
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Jail, when they were asked to sign a document by
President Jayawardene which was a contravention of
the mandate they had received from the Tamil people
at the 1977 Election, they put their tail between their
legs and meekly withdrew from parliament, essentially
depriving the Tamil people of representation (not that
they were doing much for them anyway in that ‘House
of Talk”).

Then came the 1970s and the Tamil militants.
‘What they did was to stand up to the Sinhalese and tell
them that enough is enough. This is the contribution
that Velupillai Prabakaran and his fellow militants
have made. Were it not for the stance they adopted,
Tamils would have not been second class citizens but
probably third class citizens. They would be sitting,
not at the negotiating table but grovelling under it to
pick up whatever crumbs fell off it. Is this an endorsement
of all the actions of the LTTE? No, it is not. It is a
factually correct statement of what happened. Am 1
'pro-LTTE' as the Sinhala racists and, alas, even some
Tamils say I am? [ am neither pro- nor anti- LTTE. I do
not need to be. | am, however, very 'pro-the cause of the
Tamil people' to live with dignity, safety and
without discrimination. Any individual or any group
which supports these long-suffering people will have
my support. I hope this clarifies the stance adopted by
myself and several other Sinhalese such as Adran
Wijemanne and my uncle the late Edmund Samarakkody
(and even some non-Sri Lankans), to Sinhala supre-
macists and racist bigots who have attacked us over
two decades.

It has been claimed that the Tamil Tigers are the
cause of the problem. I would argue that they are the
result of the problem. The 'problem' is an attempt to
make multicultural, multiethnic, multireligious Sri
Lanka into a Sinhala-Buddhist nation. If that is the
Sinhala objective (and of that, there can be no doubt),
then there is no altemative to the establishment of a
separate Tamil nation. In one of my recent books
'Self-determination for the Tamils, I said that it is the
denial of this fundamental right that has been
responsible for some of the bloodiest and most intractable
conflicts across the world. Sri Lanka is a glaring example.

There is nothing more powerful than an idea
whose time has come. The time has come for freeing
the Tamil areas from Sinhala domination. Liberation
of the Tamil people is no longer a vision, it is a reality.
A de facto reality but a reality nonetheless. Those who
do not know what [ am talking about should visit the
Vanni and see what is being done and has been done

despite every possible obstruction by the Sri Lankan
government, the Cease-fire Agreement notwithstanding.
They will see an area where the writ of the Sri Lankan
government does not run and has not run for over a
decade. They will see an area which has its own army,
police force, banks, schools, hospitals, law courts and
much more. They will see a degree of efficiency and
organisation which could well be exported to the chaotic
Sinhala South and its incompetent politicians and
bureaucrats wallowing in corruption and waste, Given

e F th b b the horrendous destruction

(s wrought on the Tamil area by

R the Sri Lanka Armed Forces,

yojec the achievement to date has

{and ¢ - been remarkable. This will take a

there can be n quantum leap forward if a de

facto state is made a de jure one

Those of us who have not

had the courage to stay and

support our people (the Tamil

people are my people too)

through their relentless trauma

and suffering in the past two

decades must surely have the

interest to at least go and see

what has been achieved. 1t is

for the expatriates who have done precious little for

the Tamil people to at least generate the necessary

intermnational pressure to compel the Sri Lankan govem-

ment to see sense and not precipitate another blood-bath

and inflict another round of destruction on the Tamil

people. The world acted against the apartheid policy of

the South African govemment which was very clearly

an 'intemal problem' of that country. With a degree of

hypocrisy that beggars the imagination, it has failed to

do so against the, blatantly anti-Tamil discriminatory
policy of the Sn Lankan'(read 'Sinhala’) State. Why?
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Bmsnsullst peitanrst savsranliiiLs@wpelsn samevsui Gogi Ggearys e GredsiGasTaIL 6T...
With Major General (Retd.) Tryggve Tellefsen, former President, Sri Lanka Monitoring Mission
(SLMM) on the 5th of March, 2003.

Bevtiens sansTafiliys@apelsr senceuil Gt Qmarysd BT LahOSTAIL aL6T...
With Major General (retd) Trond Furuhovde, President, “Sri'Lanka  Monitoring Mission (SLMM).
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501585 Hw sl L entoLifemL6i...
With Tamil National Alliance (TNA) MPs on the 20th of April, 2004.

4 .. = ;;‘ |
Afevrisr (psivsbid Gemhdyan eansvalr S, yaill andSipL ...
With MrRauff Hakeem, leaderof SriLanka Muslim ©ongress (SLMC)on the 13th of April, 2002.
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WHMWS WESET (psiTanenils semsvaui S 0.55SyCFsTamIL 6. ..
With Mr P.Chandrasekaran, leader,of the Upcountry People's Front (UPF)onthe 20th of April, 2004.

=== e | V=

BT ST6wT 105 ST @ps‘&rmwfﬂ;&, Semevalll Q@.lo(%slsm SET S 6. ..
With Mr Mano Ganeshan, leader, Western Pfovince People's Front on'the 20th of April, 2004.
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Gpsieompg UrHHs Georr.Bsemsy Gandrdl GaprsvfisEL ...
With Lt.Col. Henry Horstric, representative of the Netherlands.

Garaplby i QseiTerg GLITeonTeauTGLmeyL 6ir..
With Rev. Fr Kenneth Fernando, Bishop Colcmnibo.
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Saturday Review,
Tamil Nation, Hot
Spring)

Tamil Eelam.

Agenda

olitical power, as is known, lies with Presidents, Prime
PMinisters and Heads of State. It is the office that they

hold that gives them the authority (if not the wisdom)
to determine the political fate of the countries they head.
Why does it happen therefore that in a country like Sri Lanka,
where the constitution itself bestows extraordinary powers
to the President - powers unmatched by those of a Bush or
a Chirac - that the incumbent in office looks powerless either to
carry forward her mandate for peace, or rescue her country
from being bogged down in war? The answer is simple. The
one who is determining the political and military agenda in
Colombo, is nowhere near Colombo, holds no office, sports
no military title, but what is more ridiculous, he carries a
price on his head and is known in Sri Lankan terminology as
a “terrorist”!

We know of terrorists planting bombs in secret, but
where in the world do you get over thousands of “terrorists”
in uniform , and in full view, attacking a well-fortified army camp,
overrunning it, wiping out the entire garrison, and taking away
heavy weaponry? Is it not obvious that the Sri Lankan ter-
minology is flawed? Once the terminology is flawed, the
thinking gets erratic, and the entire behavioural pattern gets
muddled. That is the basic semantic self-deception that is
preventing successive Sri Lankan governments from making
any headway in its 21-year old war against the Tamils. You
keep on calling a powerful liberation force like the Tigers as
“terrorists” till you are blue in the face, but that will only help
you display youranger - your helpless anger at that - but will
never help you to-¢ome to, totichywith cold reality.
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Careless use of the word “terrorist” could
also result in ultimate embarassment. Some
“terrorists” of yesterday have the habit of tuming
up to be tomorrow's “Your Excellencies” Some
even end up receiving the Nobel Prize for Peace!

he one who is determining the

political and mililary agenda in
Colombo, is nowhere near Colombo,
holds no office, sports no military
title, but what is more ridiculous, he
carries a price on his head and is
known in SriLankan terminology as
a “terrorist”!

If Tiger leader Velupillai Pirabakaran is not a
“terrorist”, what kind of a man is he? Years
ago, a veteran Sinhalese editor voted him -
The Man of the Decade - and carried his photo-
graph on the cover of his journal, Lanka
Guardian. A religious man, Bishop Kenneth
Fernando, a Sinhalese himself, saw in him a
“humane person”, Some military analysts des-
cribe him as being in the category of;afmiilita-
ry genius” To the thousands and thotsands of

Tamil youths, men and women, who go smiling
to their deaths, he is a demi-God.

In 1996 April, an Australian newspaper
sent its Asia Desk editor Norman Aisbett to the
northeast. He interviewed "Thamilaval”
a Tigress whom he describes as a 25-year old
battle veteran and asked her what she thought
of Pirabakaran.

“My Impresslon of him cannot be described
in words”, she said, "| am just proud to have
been born in the age of the Leader” To millions
of Tamils today, spread all over the world, he
is the messiah, come to deliver. Dravida Kalagam
leader in Tamil Nadu was once quoted as saying
“There is only one Thiruvalluvar, one Kamban
and one Pirabakaran” If such be the composi-
te image that he conjures up in the minds of
assorted people, it seems to us that President
Kumaratunga's celebrated quote supplied to
her user-friendly Indian journal India Today (A
merciless megalomaniac”) is a trifle inadequate.

Madame President has only one Piraba
karan to contend with. But it has to be remem-
bered that the Tamil leader has seen four
Presidents before her come and go. He has
seen Five War Ministers from Lalith Athulathmudali
to the present Ratnasri Wickremanayake. He has
seen ten Indian Major Generals in the nor-
theast in his time, not to mention dozens of Sri
Lankans with pips and ribbons and swagger
sticks. And, he has not been trained in Sandhurst
or Lebanon or in any military academies, not
even in Wirawila.

So, what makes him tick? What makes the
Tigers such a formidable force that Israeli
weapons and Chinese gunboats and Ameri-
can training do not daunt them? In trying to get
the right answers to these questions lies the
hope for peace in Sri Lanka. And the day the
Sri Lankan government and the Colombo
Press and the Sinhalese people stop throwing
the word “terrorists” around, will be the day
when wisdom will dawn and peace prevail in
that island so favoured by Nature but so sadly
brought to the brink of ruin by its leaders. That
will also be the day when the Sinhalese take
control of their own destiny and the Tamil peo-
pla of thairs
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A Tribute

“Nature is my friend. Life my philosopher
and history is my guide.”
(V. Pirabaharan, March 1984.)

wish Thalaivar Velupillai Prabakara
many more years of healthy life with his
family, his organization and the Tamil
people. In you, the LTTE and the Tamil
people rest the renaissance of the Tamils.

The Liberator

The first quotation aptly describes
where Prabakaran draws his inspiration.
His vision is to liberate the Tamil people
and the Tamil homeland from colonization
and political domination by the Sinhala nation
using its majoritarian laws, coercive economic
and administrative forces and its armed
forces. Equally important are his efforts to
liberate the Tamils from their dependent
mind-set developed over the long foreign
and Sinhala colonial period since 1658 when
Jaffna fell to the Portuguese. Some Tamils
had compared the pre-Prabakaran Tamil’s
dependent syndrome to that of the “Battered
wife Syndrome,” because, whether it was the
Portuguese, the Dutch or the British, they
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would bear the humiliation, burden and
atrocities for the sake of the life of the
children, family and community. With the
colonial Sinhala domination it was a
continuation of the same mind-set when
the Tamils tolerated the attacks on them
in 1956, 1958, 1961, 1977 and 1983. With
each assault we accepted far-fetched
rationale and commiseration by the
Sinhala leaders and retumed each time to
be assaulted again just because we asked
for our freedom to use our language and to
govem ourselves. It is reported by current
historians that when Prabakaran heard
the tragic stories of the 1958 riots, he
asked, “Why didn’t the Tamils hit back?”
The Tamils of old, like those who are now
supporting the Sri Lanka Government
(SLG), would maintain that they, like a
wife battered by her husband would
rationalize that she bears the brutal
assaults and retums or stays with the
husband for the sake of her children, are
doing it for the sake of the survival and
advancement of the Tamil community.

Twenty years of non-violent protests
inside and outside the First Parliament
to safe guard the rights of the Tamils,
guaranteed by and entrenched in Section
29 of the Soulbury Constitution, failed.
That constitutional right was not only
denied and broken by the Sinhala Only
Bill in 1956, but was totally removed in
1972. Prabakaran decided to take up
arms to protect those rights from those
who would want to wrest it from us. He
committed his life to break the cycle of
violence and pacification once and for all
and protect the Tamils in their homeland —
Tamil Eelam. Prabakaran’s and the
LTTE’s continued armed struggle,
supported by the Tamil people, is in
concordance with Abraham Lincoln’s
position articulated in his Inaugural
Address on March 4, 1861. He said:

“If by force of mere numbers a majority
should deny a minority any clearly written
constitutional rights, it might, in a moral
point of view, justify revolution - certainly
if such aright were a vital one.”
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When such rights are
denied through rewriting of
the constitution by the Sinhala
nation without the consent of
the Tamil nation, then the Tamil
nation is justified to take up
arms and establish their own
government.

Creator of Tamil Eelam in
the mind and in fact

In 1990, he established a de
facto state, under the control of
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE), with the tradi-
tional name, Tamil Eelam,
within 70-80% of the tradi-
tional homeland that the SLG
calls the “merged North East
province”. During this process
of establishing the de facto
state, Prabakaran earned the
admiration of the Tamil people
for articulating the basis for (he
state of Tamil Eelam and get-
ting the people, who have been
a community dependent on the
Portuguese, the Dutch, the
British, and since 1956 on
Sinhala Sri Lanka, to accept
that we were a kingdom and a
nation in the past and will be a
nation and a state in the firture.

His battle for the minds of
the Tamil people to convince
them that they are a sovereign
nation with the right to self-
determination and the right to
govern themselves was a
struggle with the Tamil people
that he won and he continues
to convince them to maintain
it. The Sri Lanka government,
other Tamil groups, and their
international supporters continue
to attempt to wean the Tamil
people away, through personal
rewargds and concessions, from
theirresolve to liberate them-
sélves Gn> mind! and Gn | fact:

Tamil Eelam is now not only
a territory that is the homeland
of the Tamils. He has also made
us realize and feel that it is
also a concept that reflects
liberty, equality and justice for
all its inhabitants.

Peace Attempts Before the
SLG’s Jaya Sikuru
(Victory Assured)
Offensive

There are many finest
hours in the military, civilian,
social and education spheres
in Tamil Eelam led by Thalaivar
Prabakaran that have been
recorded already by many
authors. The prelude to the
SLG’s Jaya Sikuru offensive
on the moming of May 13, 1997
stands out in my mind as one of
the major events orchestrated
by Prabakaran to prevent that
war and negotiate for peace.

To me, his attempt to
prevent Jaya Sikuru illustrates
his humanity, desire for peace
and fairness to prevent the
untold suffering of civilians and
combatants from both sides
then and in the future. He
attempted to start a negotiated
solution to the Tamil question.
The events related below are
one episode that lasted only a
few days but which illustrates
Prabakaran's desite to resolve
the conflict through negotia-
tion rather than resorting to
wat, which, to him, is an option
of last resort. T have no doubt
he had sent his message, to the
SLG leaders through others
also to stop the planned
offensive operation to capture
the Vanni, and expressed his
willingness to negotiate with
third party mediation to resolve
the conflict.



Harvard University

In early March 1997 the
Harvard University conflict
resolution team composed of
Professors Donna Hicks and William
Weisberg invited me to go with them
to meet with Anton Balasingam and
S.P. Thamilchelvan to explore a
second track process of conflict
resolution. (See Harvard University
Report to US Institute of Peace ) In
Colombo, before T joined them, they
had already met with GL. Peiris (who
was with the Peoples Alliance
government then), Neelan Thiru
chelvam and other leading members
of the SLG and Colombo civil
society interested in a negotiated
settlement. I joined the Harvard Team
to meet the American Ambassador
Burleigh, who was joined by the
Defence and political attaches, on
the morning of March 25.

The Ambassador was not keen
on the Harvard Team visiting the
Vanni, though the State Department
had supported their visit and was
funded by the U.S. Institute of
Peace. Also GL Peiris had nominated
three non-government conflict
resolutionists as the SLG unofficial
representatives to join the Harvard
Team to explore the process in
meetings in another country. The
LTTE was supposed to nominate
three non-I.TTE members also when
the Team met them in the Vanni.
Ambassador Burleigh advised the
Team to consult with the Indian
Ambassador before they went to the
Vanni. The Harvard Team was not
keen to expand their consultations
at that point.

The next day the Harvard Team
informed me that Prof. Peiris had
withdrawn the names he had nomina-
ted and withdrew the permission he
gave them to go to the Vanni. The
reason he stated was that as they
were both foreigners (white) who

Tamil Eelam is
now not only a
territory that is the
homeland of the
Tamils,

but also a
concept that
reflects liberty,
equality and
justice for all its
inhabitants.

would be visible, many questions
would be asked by the armed forces,
the media, UN and international
institutions as to the purpose of the
Team’s visit to the Vanni. This may
lead to speculations and questions
by those who oppose negotiation
with the LTTE and the government
would not be able to keep the visit
of the team confidential. The Harvard
Team, who had obtained an
appointment with Balasingam and
Thamilchelvan, prior to their arrival
in Sri Lanka, had to cancel the
appointment. I was asked to go to
the Vanni and explain the situation
and offer apologies on their behalf,
and to explain to the LTTE the
Harvard Team’s wish to facilitate
the exploration of a path that would
result in the two parties meeting
together to negotiate a solution at a
future date.
Offer of Negotiated Peace
before the SLG Offensive

I travelled to Mankulam on the
11th of April 1997, and on the
17th April T met Balasingam and
Thamilchelvam and explained and
expanded on the messages from the
Harvard Teamzwhom they had met
in 1994 i Jaffina: Mr"Balasingafr
informed me that heGvas aotsut:

prised that Prof. Peiris denied
permission to the Team to visit the
Vanni. He said that the SLG was
preparing to invade the Vanni and
control the A9 road to Jaffna. This
is a story that was already circulating
in Mankulam where most of the
residents were repeatedly displaced
from the Jaffna peninsula and
Kilinochchi. I was staying with my
displaced brother’s family. He lost
his wife to the July 1995 SLG army
operation.

After some discussion Bala sin-
gam advised me to take notes on what
he was going to say as the message
was from Thalaivar Prabakaran.
He then advised me to give the mes-
sage to the American Ambassador,
President Chandrika, UNP leaders,
and others who have sent their
thoughts through me. Though we
spoke in Tamil, Mr. Balasingam
repeated each point in English so
that 1 would not mistranslate his
statements. The points he emphasized
as coming from Thalaivar Praba
karan were:

1. We are disappointed that the
SLG has not given permission for a
Team from Harvard University to
visit us to explore the possibility of
mediation. It shows that the SLG is
not interested in a negotiated solution
through a third party.

2. Harvard can be a second frack
facilitator to start talks through
mediation of a third party govern-
ment. Harvard does not have the
resources to be a mediator. Only
a third party government has such
resources. Current conditions need
authoritative and knowledgeable
representatives about conditions.
Middle people are not suitable to
discuss solutions to current and
long-term conditions.

3. The names Prof Peiris nomi-
nated did not have any authority to
make-decisions.
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4. The SLG is not genuine
because they are preparing for
an offensive to capture the Vanni.

5. Their public posture is
to prepare their people for the
offensive. This is not a signal
for peace.

6. The SLG should contact
the LTTE directly to talk about
third party mediation.

7. We are for third-parly
mediation openly and not in
secret. If the Commonwealth
Secretariat wants to mediate,
they should first contact the
SLG and LTTE directly.

8. We have a massive refir-
gee problem and no assistance.
SLG preparing for another
operation to capture the Vanni
will displace the already displa-
ced and will cause destruction
and death of civilians.

9. If the major Operation
that the SLG is planning to
,,,,,,
mented, it will be a draw back
for future negotiations. IfL.TTE
is weakened it will tighten the
conditions for negotiation.

10. If SLG wants to
negotiate before the offensive,
the conditions for negotiation
are same as before — 1994. That
is, alleviation of the people’s
suffering first through rehabi-
litation, reconstruction and
that process has to be in the
control of the LTTE as specified
in the last peace talks.

11. Definite policies have
fo be negotiated and the LTTE
leadership in negotiation should
be recognized as equals. The
mediator has to be an inter-
national government.

12. By end of May we want
an international government
third-paity to'send a fact fint
ding mission to.North and South:

Briefings in Colombo

In responds to the request
made by Anton Balasingam, |
met many a political leader
including Ranil Wickrema
singhe. I have copies of Bala
singam’s message and briefed
everyone of them on all the
details of the discussions I had
with Balasingam and Tamil
selvan. I tried to presuade them
that the impending security
operation by armed forces
must be stopped. in order to
initiate negotiations with the
LTTE. Although some of them
were enthused about the [TTE’s
desire to negotiate with the help
of a third paty mediation, all
my genuine efforts ultimately
proved futile. Owing to lack
of space I am refraining from
giving details of the briefings
that took place in Colombo
from the 22nd of April till the
i3ih of May 1997.

Winning the War after
Peace Efforts

As everyone now knows,
Jaya Sikuru operations that
went on for two years with the
training received fiom the world
military powers were driven
back in less than ten days.

After recapturing Kili
nochchi, Elephant Pass and
beyond in the Peninsula. by the
LTTE, Prabakaran could have
marched into Jaffna and captu-
red it but he was not prepared to
pay the price of the death of
thousands of innocent civilians
who would be caught in the
crossfire. His success is our
future and our Liberty.

We wish you a long and
healthy life with your family,
organization and the Tamil
People.
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Prabakaran

A Hope For The Tamils And
A Challenge For The Rest

amils of Sri Lanka, living in Thamil Eelam

and across the continents, are honouring a man
at his 50th. Birthday on 26.11.2004, because he has
become the challenging response to their agonies in
the hands of the Sinhala oppressive powers as well as
their true liberator. While rising up like a giant against
all the forces of Sinhala political and military
oppressions, he is not only a formidable challenge to
the immediate oppressors but also a stumbling block to
the self-interest and hidden agenda of the mighty who
are aiding and abetting this oppression. The type of
military power he has built in defence of his people
and land, the type of infra-structures he has already
initiated to sustain his people, the type of unity he has
shaped between the armed and the political leaderships,
the global solidarity of Tamils he has forged, - they
all speak eloquently of the force of leadership personified
in this man. Hence the liberation that he leads and the
leadership that he wields are unique in many ways and
write new chapters in the history of liberation and
leadership in the world.
Sinhala Oppressions
Of The Pre-Prabakaran Times

e was born in a Tamil society where internal

laveries like caste system, regionalism and
an undue cravings for dowries, academic qualifica-
tions and immovable properties were rife. Already on
the eve of Independence, and many years before his
birth, had the Tamil leaders smelt the hidden agenda of
the Sinhala leaders to seize total power from -the
British and make Ceylon an exclusively Sinhala

Buddhist State. But these Tamil leaders by their
background, education and culture had neither the
backbone nor the people's power to cry foul and oppose
independence. They fell victims to the mischievous
plans and pleadings of the Singhalese and entrusted the
future of the Tamils into the goodness of the Singhalese.

Quick on the heals of the British departure, the
Ceylonese Government went into operating its hidden
agenda of exclusive Sinhala domination - denying
citizenship rights to Tamils of Indian origin, state-aided
colonisation of traditional Tamil homelands and
making Sinhala as the official language of the country
discriminating the Tamils in all aspects of education
and employment and development. The Tamil leaders,

* The liberation that
| he leads and the

leadership that he
wields are unique
in many ways and
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who visited their constituencies in the
Northeast mostly at election times were
taken aback by the speed of changes and
their protests both within and without
the parliament failed and fizzled. Sinhala
Mob-terror and State-terror made the
Tamils run for safety and survival, not
one could stand up to that state-aided
terror.

Educated and refined democratic
leaders of the Tamils panicked. The
world did neither condemn nor protest
the actions of a "democratic" govemment
and its forces. Prabakaran was yet
unborn and there was no militant
opposition to the rowdyism of the
Ceylonese State!

Born and bred amidst
Sinhala brutalities

he post-independence Ceylon

with its mob and state-terror,
with its cruelties of burning Tamils, their
properties and their treasured Public
Library, with raping of Tamil women and destruction
of Tamil cultural symbols, that was the context and
cradle for the birth and growth of young Prabaharan.
His eyes and ears and heart were wide open to the
agonizing cries of his people. He grew with a passion
for freedom and a determined will to lead his people.
Yet he waited for his day, calculated his move and
charted out his plan - though painful and shocking to
many, yet a beginning had to be made to call off the
Sinhala Buddhist brutality to a halt. Tamils had sent
the message: enough is enough. And the Sinhala
South had woken up to this alarm signal!
Misunderstandings about the
new leadership

ow many doubts and questions are being

raised about this new leadership, which the
Sinhala people and their leadership indirectly helped
to emerge.

Ignorance about the genesis and the causes for this
new Tamil leadership raises many questions and
make it difficult for the majority Singhalese and its
Government to relate to, talk and handle with this new
leadership. There are many, Singhalese and even
some Tamils, who think that this leadership has to be
militarily defeated, if not destroyed, and the Tamils
‘liberated’ from this militant leadership. The Sinhala

His eyes and ears
and heart were
wide open to the
agonizing cries
of his people.

He grew with a
passion for
freedom and a
determined will to
lead his people.

Governments have also tried hard, even
using under-hand methods, to get an
alternative to this Tamil leadership. The
Government, side-stepping this leadership,
offered attractive enticements to win over
some Tamil Members of Parliament who
will slavishly support them and with
whom they can comfortably "do business”
as in the past. Such Members were often
"labeled and exhibited" by the government
as the democratic and moderate forces
from among the Tamils. Iirespective of
the negligible or no support they had
among the Tamils, they were provided
with plenty of money, ministerial posts
and other privileges and used "as mer-
cenaries and show-cases of moderate
Tamil opinion” by the government. A
non-Tamil-speaking man with only a
Tamil name was hired to be Foreign
Minister to lead a mischievous propa-
ganda tamishing the image of all Tamils
and their militant leadership. But the
majority of Tamils have rejected them as betrayers of
the Tamil cause. History will judge them.

Hence the majority Singhalese and their
government, if they want a realistic peaceful solution to
the conflict and war, must make an effort to understand
the Tamil leadership, as a new and alternative lea-
dership, without attempting to destroy it. In the
process of searching and reaching a true democratic
solution, this Tamil leadership will abide more and
more by the genuine categories of democracy and
human rights. And at the same time and by the same
process, the Sinhala leadership will hopefully be libe-
rated from their corrupt democracy, mass and blatant
violation of the human rights of a people and desist
from rowdyism inside and outside parliament.

Humiliation and Rejection
of Tamil MPs
he art of governing has not been an exclusive
privilege of the elite and the college-educated.
In fact such men have made some of the worst blun-
ders in history. In our own history and in our long
experience of the struggle, we Tamils have painfully
learnt of some educated elites who have betrayed the
Tamil cauge for their own personal profits.
Besides; even the good Tamil leaders have under-
goné-humiliationand-frustration within the Sinhala



democracy. The post-colonial leadership
fostered by the British period of edu-
cation and parliamentary system
brought out highly qualified and
internationally recognized Tamils,
mostly based in Colombo and repre-
senting the Tamils of the Northeast.
The least qualified of those could only
be a lawyer. With clarity and eloquence
they expressed and argued for the rights
of the Tamils, but they were either ignored
or heckled down to their seats by
Sinhala extremists. Thus there was no
purpose served in sending enlightened
Tamil Members to the Parliament in
Colombo. Even today one can see the
bad behaviour of elected Sinhala MPs
within Parliament.

The present generation of Tamil
youth who have taken up the leadership
are promising because they have had
bitter experiences of the earlier leadership.
Let us not rush to make biased judge-
ments about their style and competence at governan-
ce. We welcome the so called educated arm-chair
critics from the South to look beyond their newspapers
and see how well the LTTE, even in the absence of
basic facilities, is running a de facto government in
‘Wanni.

A Leadership consistent in their
Aspirations
hether one likes it or not, the de facto
situation is that the LTTE has emerged to

leadership, admittedly not through the parliamen-
tary elections the South is familiar with, but through
an armed struggle against betrayers among its own
people and oppressive forces of the state. It has
established itself,

(1) As the only group which has consistently articulated

and still articulates the genuine aspirations of the

Tamils in the Northeast,

(ii) As the only organization protecting the People

against the artillery shelling and the aerial bombings

carried out by the State.

(i1i) As the only group that has sacrificed so many

thousands of its cadres for the noble Cause of Tamil

freedom

(ivy As the only group that has set up the infra-

structures (police, courts, education, transport etc.)

The convictions,
consistency and
firmness in
aspiring for those
goals do not mean
that they are closed
for negotiation,
dialogue and
arriving at a just
and reasonable
peaceful solution
to the conflict.

of govemance for human life to continue
against all odds And

(v} As the only group that has been
acknowledged even by the elected Tamil
Parliamentarians as "the sole representa-
tives of the Tamil people”

After a long history of attempts, by
the Tamils marked suffering and deaths
at the hands of Sinhala thugs and soldiers,
and after so many agreements and pacts
were unilaterally torm up by the Sinhala
Govermnments and after a series of
deceptions and broken promises, the
Tamils have at last helped emerge a
form of leadership that the Sinhala
Majority and its Government are finding
it difficult to deal with, if not to buy or
to win over. Until recently the Sinhala
Governments either bought over the
Tamil leadership with some ministerial
privileges, or pacts and promises
unfulfilled, or kept them watering in
their mouths and clinging to their feet
with a promise of sharing power in the future. But that
is no more possible with the present leadership.

Neither heavy losses of lives, nor military defeats,
nor mounting criticisms about its moral conduct, nor
international threats from major powers, nor the
temptations of power from the Sinhala government
could wean away this Tamil leadership from its
aspirations and commitments. Sinhala Governments
have changed and their leaders have adopted varying
tactics and offers, but the LTTE leadership has stood
firm on its ground for its ideals and commitments.

The convictions, consistency and firmness in
aspiring for those goals do not mean that they are
closed for negotiation, dialogue and arriving at a just
and reasonable peaceful solution to the conflict. No.
Not at all.

A politico-military Leadership
with a parliamentary wing
he Governments, during the first three decades
of the ethnic conflict used their armed forces
to put down democratic Tamil opposition in the
Northeast. Later the same Army was empowered by
the notorious Prevention of Terrorism Act to act against
Tamnil militangy with/impunity, thus increasing the role
of the Army /in the ethnic conflict. At present no real
political solution can be found without the govermnment
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heavily depending on the armed forces.
Tamils know by their own experience
how the Army personnel have their own
agenda and disagree with their own

Though leaders like President Premadasa
have told the Singhalese people repea-
tedly that there is no victor in this war,
yet the people without counting the loss

government. They react even against Malicious of life and property, cry out for a
gazetted government decisions e.g. war-victory that will quench their
lifting the economic embargoes against propaganda thirst for power. The majority are so
the Tamils in 1995. This power conflict never excited, angered and affected by certain

between the government and its armed
forces will remain a hindrance in arriving
at any true and stable solution. Against
this situation, the politics and the military
force of the Tamils are harmonized as one
politico-military leadership of the LTTE,
with a parliamentary wing in the Tamil
National alliance (TNA).

Tamil

he Government of Chandrika

was bending backwards to
justify its "War for peace" against the
Tamils. International propaganda was
intensified by her Foreign Minister to get the Tamil
expatriate organisations banned as "front organisations
of the LTTE". Slogans like "Let's have a war as a way
to Peace", "Let's liberate the Tamils of Jaftha from the
terrorist activities of the LTTE", "We wanted Peace,
but the LTTE asked for war", "Our War is against the
LTTE and not against the Tamils" - such false statements.
were used lavishly even by the Sri Lankan embassies tc
demonise and tarnish the good name of the Tamils anc
their struggle. But such malicious propaganda never
weakened the Tamil Leadership nor lessened their
commitment to the struggle. On the contrary, the
Tamil leadership survived all these false propagande.
and the Tamils of Tamil Eelam have grown in thier
togethemness, sympathy and solidarity. And LTTE
have reached the status of being accepted, even by
other elected representatives of the people, "as the sole
representatives of the Tamil people”

An adamant and prolonged refusal on the par:
of the Sinhala majority and its successive
Governments to accept the true situation about the
Tamils in the Northeast and their contemptuous
disregard for the LTTE leadership have resulted
Government's desperate option for escalating "war.

weakened the

Leadership nor
lessened their
commitment to
the struggle.

setbacks in the war that they think only
of war-victories to wipe out the LTTE
and keep up their pride.

The shameful defeat of the
government forces, as it happened in
LTTE's Operation code named "Leap
of the Tiger" wakes up the Government
only temporarily to its senses. Even the
dead bodies of Sinhala soldiers, from
very poor families, returning home in
plastic bags did not make an impact for
good on the power hungry leaders in the
capital. The LTTE in spite of its resoun-
ding military victories, offered unilate-
ral cease fires to the Goverrmment. But
the latter arrogantly refused to reciprocate them. Dead
bodies of Sinhala soldiers unaccepted by the
Government on flimsy grounds of deterioration were
bumnt with military honours by the LTTE. This shows
clearly the deep committment of the Tamil leadership
to fallen soldiers as against the Sinhala military which
bulldozed to the ground the Cemetery of the fallen
heroes in Kopay. Shame!

nce conditions are normalised for Tamil life

and Tamils can live in their own land with
dignity, a higher quality of democracy and human
rights will definitely set in. Without rectifying the
violation of the basic rights of a people for life, security,
food, clothing and shelter, the Government wants to
discuss highly complicated perrmanent solutions. The
Tamils are not prepared for endless political discussion
with the threat of war hanging over them, with insufficient
food, clothing and shelter. Hence they demand normali-
sation of life as the first need.

Till then this de facto leadership has to be
understood, acknowledged and encouraged to
incorporate _graduallysthe ingredients of true par-
liamentary democracy, namely human rights, justice
and freedom. But until ¢ivilian life retums to normalcy,



the government has to deal with the
LTTE without getting behind flimsy
excuses. The government cannot with
an air of superiority talk-down to the
LTTE or preach to them democracy
and human rights without practising
them.
Tamils reject Pseudo
Leaderships

n their inability to deal with the

leadership put out by the Tamils
of the Northeast, many Singhalese still
entertain the wish for meaningful
negotiation with some pseudo Tamil

Prabakaran is
not only the
present national
leader standing
up for his
people against
oppressors and
challengers, but

majoriotarian democracies without the
consent of the Tamils. Nevertheless it
wants to send a clear message to Sri
Lanka and to the world in a language
spoken and understood by the so called
democratic world. For this purpose it
fielded proxy-candidates for the
Parliamentary elections of 2004, gave
a manifesto and campaigned for the
clection. The resounding victory of the
Tamil National Alliance and the routing
of the others have proved to the world
clearly the strength of the LTTE leadership
among the people.

representatives, by side-tracking the also the mdlgiimﬂﬁfm:hf;:mﬁ: '1;':::: ?I
LTTE. Many Singhaless, even - s unforgettable National Alliance and their manifesto
e s e £ VOIS aychifect of a o UTE ey
e tha,t they can promote Ieadership. resentatives of the Tamils fighting for

the emergence of some pseudo Tamil
leaders with whom they can do business.

There are those Tamil groups who
initially were militant, but in recent
years have become armed-politicians supportive of
the Government, even to the extent of betraying the
struggle. They have managed to enter the Parliament
through the backdoor by buying a handful of votes
with money given by the government- and that too
with the help of the army. Though they cannot speak
for the Tamils, the government exposes them as
"Tamil democrats".

The Sinhala majority and their political parties
have tended to devalue the Tamil Struggle as mere
terrorism and tried to contain the militant reaction of
the Tamils with international help. Time has come
when the new Tamil leadership after showing its mili-
tary capabilities is showing its political acumen
and readiness for a political solution. The racism
and feudalism inherent in the party leaderships of the
Singhalese are tested before the world whether they
would rise up to statesmanship in finding a democratic
and just solution for the ethnic problem.

A politico-militant lcadership with a
voice in parli t
he LTTE is not convinced of the democratic
nature of the Parliament of Sri Lanka, because
it is a majoritarian democracy capable of bulldozing
over the rights of the non-Singhalese. Nor does™it
believe in the constitution passed by such Sinhala

the inalienable right of self-determination
of the Tamil people and for their traditional
homeland.

Hence the LTTE leadership, is one
that has emerged from below, from among the people,
soaked in the conviction of their ideals and strengthened
to fight with their lives for those ideals. Thus the parting
of ways in 1976 to follow a parliamentary path and a
politico-military path has again closed ranks to stand
up for one ideal under one leadership. And this leadership
has a voice in the Sri Lankan Parliament too.

We salute the Architect of the new
Tamil Nation

he liberation struggle of the Tamils in Sri

Lanka, as unfolded during the last fifty five
years through various phases and fronts, has enriched
the meaning of liberation as understood by a people as
well as help identify the evil forces of oppression
against which they have to struggle. It has also made
clear the price a people have to pay for their liberation
in terms of lives and property as well as identify the
destructive resources of the oppressive states and
govemments. These truths have been leamt once and for
all and embedded in the memory of the Tamil nation.

Prabakaran is not only the present national leader

standing up for his people against oppressors and
challengers, but also the unforgettable architect of
a leadership. that, established the Tamils of Thamil
Eelam as a nation with self-respect and self-dignity.
We 'all 'salute him. ' ¥
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A Skilful Statesman

he greatest threat to human character and fulfilment is the

I contemporary world wide destruction of great human cultures

created from the cumulated experience, contribution, wisdom

and folly of millicns of people over thousands of years. The Tamil culture,

one of the oldest, largest, and most invaluable embodiments of the human
experience, a treasure for all peoples, is among the most endangered.

As has often been true of ancient cultures under attack, the Tamils
have produced a hero worthy of their cause in which he struggles.

Velupillai Prapakaran will be half a violent century old on Novem-
ber 26, 2004. Already his achievements for the Tamil’s are legendary.

While still a child, he felt the violent oppression of his people and
decided the Ghandian way could not save them. Among his earliest
acts, he took up arms to free the Tamils of Sri Lanka. He learned to use
arms well and against great odds succeeded time and again toward the
goal of liberation.

What other leaders in the great struggles of the last century began so
young, worked with so little, organized so relentlessly, sacrificed so
much of a personal life, faced such overwhelming force, survived so
many perilous engagements and secured so much in land and rights and
dignity for so small a minority?

Having emerged victorious over extreme adversity, to a place from
which his people could maintain their own institutions, free, independ-
ent, and defensitle, occupying close to a fair and proper share of the
island where they live, Prapakaran moved from military action to a dif-
ficult diplomatic zease fire, now approaching the beginning of its fourth
year, in which he revealed skills as a statesman that equal his skills as a
soldier. Earning international support and with the solid backing of the
Tamil population manifested in the April 2004 elections, Prapakaran has
demonstrated political skills that promise autonomy to the Tamils in
northeast Sri Lanka within a national system of government for all Sri
Lanka that can bring peace and prosperity to the island and preserve the
precious culture of the Tamils for the benefit of humanity.

The many achievements of Velupillai Prapakaran hold great hope
that the best is yet to be for the wonderful Tamil and their neighbors in
Sri Lanka.

Dated: October 29, 2004
New York:
3
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Velupillai Pabakaran

Living LegeEn

riting about a revolutionary leader and a militay genius like Velupillai
Prabakaran of the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelem (LTTE) is not an easy
matter. He has so many outstanding achievemens so much so it is rather

difficult to emphasize one or two aspects without touching on other related
ones. While govemments and forces against the genvine aspirations of Tamils
have castigated him in extreme terms to the people ot Tamil Eelam and the
Tamil Diaspora Prabakaran stands out as one of the great leaders of all times.
He will be always remembered for generations to come as supreme individual
who organized and galvanized the Tamils to fight not only against racist
oppression but also to yearn for the creation of a separate state-Tamil Eelam. It is
the utter dedication and commitment of Prabakaran and his close aides that have
given much hope for Tamils all over the world to stand up as equals to others.

The struggle for the coveted
prize of Tamil Eelam has invariably
involved both the direct and indirect
participation of the Tamil Diaspora.
The LTTE's constant pronounce-
ments for the need for Tamil Diaspora
support and Prabhakaran's rationali-
zation of Tamil Eelam as the ultimate
expression of global Tamil solidarity
has invariably provided great hope
for Tamils in places like Malaysia,
Singapore, Mauritius, South Africa
and not to speak of Tamil Nadu,
Europe and North America. In a
more particular sense, the discrimi-
nation and marginalization of
Tamils in these places have naturally

influenced them to become sympa-
thetic to the larger cause of Tamils
in the nortt: and east of the island
of Sri Lanka. Needless to say, some
sections of the Tamil Diaspora have
gone to ths extent of providing
material and moral support to the
cause of the LTTE. Overseas Tamils
betrayed by their own leaders and
faced with extreme ethnic and reli-
gious discrimination secretly wish
they have a leader like Prabhakaran
to take up their cause.

Since the start of the Eelam
War, theglamil,Diasporashas been
clogely” fellewmg the events” in“the
island. In#he 980 ard 11990s) Hani}

Prof
P.Ramasamy

Centre for
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demonstrations have been organized
to support the cause of the LTTE.
During these demonstrations, Tamils
have proudly displayed pictures and
portraits of Prabakaran so much so
raising concern about the radicaliza-
tion of Tamils of South Indian origin
in places like Malaysia, Singapore
and South Africa have a great sym-
pathy for the LTTE in general and
the courageous leadership of
Prabakaran. In the past, these
segments of the Tamil population
looked to leaders in Tamil Nadu
for cultural leadership, but now
they are turning more and more to
the leadership of the LTTE. It has
become quite clear to Tamils of
Indian origin that the Dravidian
leadership in Tamil Nadu especially
after the demise of Periyar
Ramasamy offers not cultural or
intellectual vision for their advance-
ment and progress. In a specific sense,
the narrow politics of Kalainjnar
Karunanathi and Jayalalitha, the
current Chief Minister of Tamil
Nadu, offers no hope for world
Tamils.

It has been commonly observed
that the LTTE's alleged assassina-
tion of Rajiv Gandhi deprived
them of the much needed support
from Tamil Nadu. While there is
no concrete proof of LTTE's invol-
vement in the murder of Gandhi,
the propaganda generated in the
aftermath of this episode did register
decline in support. However, it was
the opportunistic role of some
political parties and leaders that
gave the general impression that
Tamils in the state would shy away
from the LTTE for good. Nothing
can be further from truth. My recent
visit to Tamil Nadu and discussions
with few groups provide indica-
tions that Tamil in the state will never
abandon their brothers and sisters
in Tamil Eelam. While they might

have some reservation about the
LTTE and about its alleged links to
the murder of Gandhi, they fully
support the quest for an independent
Tamil Eelam.

If not for the presence of the
dreaded Prevention Of Terrorism
Act ( POTA ), more and more ordi-
nary Tamils would be able to express
their opinions openly.

Moreover the role of leaders
like Vaiko Gopalaswamy and
Nedumaran attests to the fact that
Tamils in Tamil Nadu will never
sever their historical and cultural
ties with those in the island of Sri
Lanka.

There are basically two important
reasons for the support of the L.T.T.E.
in general and Prabhakaran's lea-
dership in particular. The first reason
for support is usually associated with
military prowess of the L.T.T.E., its
victories against the Sri Lankan
armed forces, the heroic role of the
Black Tigers and others. It is this
external role that has provided much
support for the L.T.T.E. However,
there is second reason that is very
often not well elaborated and this
relates to the L.T.T.E.'s role in the
socio - economic transformation of
the Tamil society. While the L.T.T.E.
has fought heroic battles and today
is in control of more than 80 percent
of the territory in the North and East
of the island of Sr lanka, such an
achievement has come about
because of the progressive internal
role of the outfit. L.T.T.E.'s internal
organization of the Tamil society -
removal of caste barriers, liberation
of women, eradication of old customs
and traditions and others have given a
unique role to the L.T.T.E. in the
evolving history of Tamils. It is the
progressive and egalitarian outlook of
the LFEE. that has endeared ethe
organizatien to hundreds and thou-
sands ofcyouiths; ready! o give up

‘More than its

military

prowness,
its role in the

social

transformation
of the Tamil
|society is the
most attractive

of the

organization’s
representation
of Tamils.
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their lives for the future cause of
Tamil Eelam.

More than its military prowness,
its role in the social transformation
of the Tamil society is the most
attractive of the organization's
representation of Tamils. While
I have admired the battle - field
successes, the natural leadership
of Prabakaran, its unselfish quest
for Tamil nationhood, T was most
struck by the outfit's social agenda
- the need to shape and transform the
caste - ridden Tamil society. One
really wonders whether the L.T.TE.
could have managed to mobilize
the youths of the North and East
without liberating the human
potential from the constraints of
caste, class and gender.

It is the external and internal
dimensions that endeared me and
many others to the L.T.T.E.. I sup-
ported the Tamil independence
movement even before having the
opportunity to meet their leaders.
The writings of Anton Balasingham
on the Tamil national question
from a Marxist perspective provides
a powerful rational as to why the
quest for Tamil Eelam is a pro-
gressive one. His writings were
highly theoretical and very
convincing. Prabakaran's spee-
ches and some interviews were
inspiring : his rationale for Tamil
Eelam predicated on the basis of
global Tamil solidarity was an
eye opener. They coincided with
my own writings on Tamil Diaspora
nationalism.

From the early 1990s I wanted
to visit the Tamil homeland, but
unfortunately the war prevented
me from doing so. The ceasefire
arrived between the two warring
parties in early 2002 provided me
with the golden opportunity. In
fact, I was asked to provide/aten-day
course on federalism to the senior

political cadres of the L.T.T.E. 1
gladly accepted this assignment.
One or two days before my return,
I had the rare opportunity of
meeting the living history / legend
himself - Veluppilai Prabakaran
- the pride and asset of the oppres-
sed masses.

After dinner and before he
parted, he remarked the following
words to me : "Thamilanukku oru
nadu thevai" ( Tamils need a coun-
try ). [ was total.y overwhelmed by
the manner in which these words
were expressed and | could not
help how singularly be was com-
mitted to attain the Tamil cause.
Really, it took me a while to regain
my composure. Such was the
impact of my first meeting with the
greatest Tamil hero of modem his-
tory. [ have met so many leaders in
the course of my life, but my
meeting with Prabakaran was
something else. [ was overwhel-
med by his presence, his deep
knowledge of world politics, his
utter commitment to realize the
aim of Tamil Eelam and not the
least, the abilitv to withstand any
odds in realizing the vision for
Tamils. I have not met such leaders
and I don't think there will be a
leader like Prabakaran in another
one thousand years. He is a living
legend-the pride and property of
Tamils.

I met Prabakaran once again
in December 2093 with my family,
wife and two dzughters. Again we
had dinner and spent some time
talking about politics, the future
of Tamil Eelam, and the problems
faced by Tamils abroad. My second
meeting merely reaffirmed the
greatness of th's man in leading
the Tamil cause. His courage and
dedication.convinged me ghat
Tamil Eelamiaveswithin his|grasp,
it was just almatter jof tifg W Hen

posed questions about the threat
posed by the United States in the
aftermath of the 9/11 episode, he
remarked that it should first build
bridges, buildings and highways
in Tamil areas before bombing
them. In other words, his message
was that there was nothing to bomb
in Wanni.

Prabakaran is not the least
intimated by the big powers. The
LTTE fought the Indian forces
before the latter left the shores of
the island shamelessly. The
United States stuck in the Iragi
quagmire is hardly in a position
to extend its military tentacles to
crush the LTTE. While the LTTE
is determined to pursue the Tamil
cause, it is not mechanically
orientated. It is always open to a
negotiated settlement although it
has not given up the quest for a
separate state, it is prepared to
discuss with the Sri Lanka govem-
ment to reach a solution that would
be in line with the objectives of
internal self-determination.

The LTTE controls more than
80 percent of the territory in the
North and East of the island. It
has a standing battle-tested army
and a powerful sea-wing and not
to speak of its own police force,
judiciary, tax-system, customs,
immigration and administration.
Despite the presence of a de facto
state, the LTTE is still pursuing the
option of discussing the interim
self-government proposal with
the government of Sri Lanka. Itis
this magnanimity that seems not to
be appreciated by the international
community. It is not too difficult
for the LTTE to unilaterally
declare independence.
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A sense of

freedom in action

aving been born and brought up as a Western
Hpcmon and having travelled in various countries

such as; Italy (once liberated from fascism),
India (colonised but later liberated through an inde-
pendence struggle) and South Africa (liberated from
Apartheid by a freedom movement) — I am proud and
happy to give a message for the 50th Birthday of Mr.
Velupillai (5%, Leader of the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam.

1 do not want to hide the truth, what I say comes
from my heart.

In Italy, Modern History includes liberation from,
and the overthrowing of, the dictator Mussolini.
Popular culture in Italy still reverberates with the
sense of that historic liberation, in song and in other
art forms. In India the struggle for independence from
the colonial power was built on a mass freedom move-
ment, celebrated world-wide in writing, film and
popular wisdom. Perceived as non-violent, neverthe-
less blood was shed for liberation. In South Affica,
liberation from white colonialism and its apartheid
structures brought signs of freedom based on justice
and equality, votes for all regardless of race or colour.

1 saw something different in the NorthEast of the
island of Sri Lanka, where Mr Prabakaran today cele-
brates his 50th birthday. A sense of freedom in action.
Well-planned technology projects, based on sustaina-
bility; projects uplifting the poorest sectors of society,
based on nutrition programmes for infants and back to
work programmes for their parents; caring and careful
planning and implementation of projects for the futures
of children whose lives have been devastated by war
and who have lost parents; for women who are men-
tally affected by their traumatic experiences of war;
for the land itself as de-mining is organised, freeing
more areas.

During my four visits to this island, which has
seen twenty years of bloody conflict, I have travelled
from Matara to KKS, including Batticaloa, Trincomalee and
Upcountry. I have met and had discussions with people
from many walks of life, and from different ethnic back-
grounds. What I have seen, leads me to compare the areas
in the NorthEast called “government-controlled areas”
and the LTTE administered areas.

One can see how massive the difference isybet-
ween them. In the latter, under the guidance of Mr V.

Prabakaran, initiatives have been taken to look after
the war-affected children, women, differently-abled cadres,
and civilians — all with absolutely no help from the govern-
ment. This has made not only me, but many other Western
people who have visited there also, wonder in amazement
at the numerous activities and wonderful successful
ongoing work of many kinds.

1 do not hesitate to say that what one witnesses, is
that Mr Prabakaran has taken immense steps in buil-
ding a nation, respecting culture, the arts, religion,
gender equality, education, mental and physical health
needs, all aspects of civil
life which are precious to
people. All of this is held in the
context of a well-functioning
law and order system. The
police and independent judi-
ciary operate with the full
cooperation and respect of
the people and have many
women in senior and other
positions.

After 50 years of discri-
mination, persecution and
oppression against Tamils,
(paralieled by long years of
non-violent protest which
was mercilessly repressed,
organised resistance and finally a long war) whether one
accepts the fact or not, a nation is being built. Already, the
people’s needs are being served in exemplary ways. It has
to be said that the nation is being built, not to serve the
needs of Western ideologies, but to meet the needs of its
own people.

The Colombo media, the Westermn media and various
websites can say what they like — but as a person who
has travelled to many corners of the NorthEast, and
also to the South. I simply state what I feel about what I
have witnessed, expressing how much Hope and Dignity [
saw in the nation which is being guided by Mr Prabakaran.

Once again, T am proud and honoured to convey
my birthday greetings to one of the most successful
freedom fighters in the world.

1 wvish Mr-Prabakaran my sincere good wishes,
good health and every success in the coming years and
decades. » 24th October 2004

Deirdre
McConnell

Human rights
activist.

Great Britain
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